June 1, 2011

AMH Auxiliary Funds New Medical Device

Nancy Burch, AMH Auxiliary’s Membership Coordinator has announced that the Auxiliary has, once again, demonstrated its ability and willingness to support the hospital in its continuing effort to provide the very best in quality care. At the May 2011 meeting, Auxiliary members were informed of a much needed piece of medical equipment the hospital was hoping to obtain.

The item, a video laryngoscope, is used for intubation, or opening of the airway using a flexible plastic tube with guidance provided by an integrated camera and video monitor.  A patient may be intubated for several reasons including trauma, certain respiratory conditions, and during surgical procedures. This newer device is easier and quicker to use than the current handheld, battery operated laryngoscope and is ideal for lessening patient discomfort in an already stressful situation.
After reviewing the request from John Thayer, RN, MS, Nurse Manager of the Emergency Department, members of the Auxiliary voted unanimously to purchase the video laryngoscope at a cost of $17,089.00.  “It will be an invaluable piece of equipment to have on hand to assist the emergency department physicians, as well as the staff anesthesiologists, in inserting an airway into patients that are difficult to intubate,” states Mr. Thayer.

The AMH Auxiliary has enabled the hospital to purchase advanced medical equipment for over 50 years, helping medical and nursing staff to improve the overall patient experience. In addition to providing funding for this equipment, the Auxiliary also supports the community through the awarding of scholarships to area students, and through the AMH gift shop, which offers customers a range of affordable gifts from jewelry to greeting cards.
