Athol Memorial Hospital Launches New Sharps Disposal Program
Athol Memorial Hospital, as part of its community health initiative, announces a new SHARPS (used needles, syringes, lancets) Disposal Drop-off Program. Used needles, syringes and lancets sealed in proper storage and disposal containers will be accepted the first Wednesday of May, August, November and February. The next drop off date is Wednesday May 4th  between the hours of 10am – 2pm. The drop-off location is in the AMH laboratory/phlebotomy room on the ground floor of the east wing. Temporary parking is available right outside the door.
Single-use medical devices such as needles and syringes provide clear clinical and public health benefits. However, hospitals such as AMH are increasingly concerned with reducing waste and avoiding unnecessary costs. Improper disposal of used "sharps" (needles, syringes and lancets) can injure children, home health care providers, sanitation workers and pets. Now there is a safe solution! 

People dropping off sharps must do so in a box or container made for such use; these containers must be leak proof, rigid, puncture resistant and shatterproof. These free "Biohazard" rigid plastic sharps containers will be available at the hospital for you to use at home. For safety reasons sharps will not be accepted in liquid detergent bottles, bleach bottles, coffee cans, glass containers, milk jugs or soda bottles.

· Sharps should be placed into a container immediately after use. 

· Do not attempt to remove, bend, break or recap the needle. 

· Keep all sharps and disposal containers out of reach of children. 
For more information call 978 249-3511 or visit the AMH website at www.atholhospital.org.  Other locations listed below.
 This program is for home generated sharps only - NO BUSINESSES. 
FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY RESIDENTS:

In addition to the AMH location, the Franklin County Solid Waste District manages a program for the collection and disposal of residential needles, syringes and lancets. 

Three sizes(1 gallon, 1 quart, or travel case) of approved SHARPS disposal boxes are available at the sites listed below. 

Franklin County Solid Waste District, 50 Miles St., Greenfield. Hours vary. Call 413-772-2438

New Salem Board of Health, 19 South Main St., New Salem, Mondays 9-11am

Orange Board of Health, 135 East Main St., Orange. Tues., Thurs., 10am-12noon

Sharps boxes may be picked up or dropped off at these locations.

These locations are for Franklin County residents and is FREE. For more information, contact the Solid Waste District Office, 413-772-2438.
Additional information regarding the proper management of sharps generated by Sharps users may be found at the following website:

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/other/medical/sharps.htm
