From Athol Daily News, Sept. 24, 2010
	Athol Memorial Hospital Remains Open To Further Negotiations With Fallon

	

	ATHOL -- The headline assigned to article Sept. 17 was in error and should have stated "Fallon Senior Plan to Discontinue Athol Memorial Hospital," and not the reverse. 

Steve Penka, AMH President/CEO, emphasized that it was Fallon who terminated the contract with the hospital, not the reverse. As the article stated, it was the Fallon Community Health Plan that issued a letter to all Senior members in the North Quabbin region informing them that Fallon is discontinuing its association with Athol Memorial Hospital (AMH) and its affiliated physicians effective Jan.1, 2011. 

The announcement has caused confusion 

"We remain open to talking to Fallon," Penka said this morning. "While this may be viewed as semantics by some, the wrong headline has put Athol Memorial Hospital in more negative public relations light than necessary and is affecting how some members of the community view our community hospital. 

"For the record, Fallon Community Health Plan terminated the Senior Plan contract with Athol Memorial Hospital and our affiliated physicians effective Jan. 1, 2011. This termination was issued in a letter from Fallon Community Health Plan on June 22, 2010." said Penka, "Athol Memorial Hospital and our affiliated physicians have discussed contract issues multiple times with Fallon representatives in attempts to negotiate new contract terms with no success to date. We continue to be available to work with Fallon to come to a compromise and resolve the disparate positions." 

Barring rescission of the termination by Fallon Community Health Plan, Fallon Senior members in the North Quabbin region will have choices to make. 

1. If the Fallon Senior member wants to continue to receive their care at Athol Memorial Hospital and from a physician affiliated with Athol Memorial Hospital, they can do so by changing their insurance. They can: 

A. Choose to go back to regular Medicare. If so chosen, they can also sign up for a Medicare supplemental insurance; or 

B. Choose to sign up for another Medicare advantage plan. 

2. If the Fallon Senior member wants to continue to be insured through Fallon Senior Plan, the member will need to choose another hospital and change to a physician affiliated with that hospital. 

If the Fallon Senior member plans to make a change in their insurance, open enrollment for Medicare beneficiaries is Nov. 15 - Dec. 31, 2010. 

Finally, the community should know and be assured that as information becomes available related to their insurance needs, Athol Memorial Hospital will make all necessary efforts to share that information. Athol Memorial Hospital is in contact with other insurers and we have requested them to provide their respective plan information to the Senior community in the North Quabbin as soon as possible. Athol Memorial Hospital has offered to sponsor meetings for other insurers to provide plan information in both Athol and Orange, the dates and places will be announced at a later time. 

The following is a list of all health insurances Athol Memorial Hospital is currently contracted with and/or will continue to accept the following health insurance plans after Jan. 1, 2011. 

AetnaBlue Cross/Blue Shield of MA ; (Blue Care 65, MEDEX, Indemnity, PPO, HMO Blue) 

BMC HealthNet PlanCBA 

CeltiCare Health Plan 

CHAMPVA 

Cigna 

Cigna Healthsource 

Commonwealth Indemnity 

Comprehensive Benefits (CBC) 

Fallon Community Health Plan (all plans excluding Senior) 

GHI 

Great West Health Plan 

Group Insurance Service Center (GISC) 

Guardian Insurance 

Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 

Health New England 

Healthcare Value Management - CCN 

Integrated Health Plan 

John Alden Insurance 

Mail Handlers Benefit Plan 

MassHealth 

Mass. Laborers Health & Welfare Fund 

Massachusetts Workers Compensation 

Medicare 

Mega Life and Health (NASE) 

MultiPlan 

NALC Health Benefit Plan 

Neighborhood Health Plan 

Network Health Plan 

Private Healthcare Systems (PHCS) 

Tricare for LifeTricare/Sierra/PBGA 

Tufts Health Plan 

Ultrabenefits 

UniCare 

United Healthcare (AARP Medicare Supplemental) 

U.S. Family Health Plan 

V.A. Health Care.


